
Wednesday, August 22 | 6 - 9 p.m.
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar

9200 Stony Point Parkway, Suite 131

$95 for RTD subscribers / $110 for non-subscribers*
*plus a small convenience fee

For full menu and tickets, visit
Richmond.com/DinnerClub

For questions, call 804.649.6186

Join the Richmond Times-Dispatch and Fleming’s
Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar for a delectable five-
course meal with wine pairings. Indulge in a unique
dining experience featuring flavorful dishes from
Executive Chef Timothy Parker. Plus, you’ll even have
the opportunity to interact with the chef and hear
the inspiration behind the menu.
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VIRGINIA’S NEWS LEADER

M
ore than 120 new
employees of Vir-
ginia Common-

wealth University Health
System — from those who
work behind the scenes to
those who deliver medi-
cal care — gathered in a
large meeting room at the
downtown Marriott on a
Monday morning in July
for what promised to be a
pretty standard orienta-

tion session and, for the
most part, it was.

There was talk of safety,
quality and parking, but
session leader Liza Bruce
also told them a story.

Hers.
She told them how her

life for a long while seemed
like one life-threatening
health emergency after
another: how she grew
up with diabetes, which
robbed her of her sight
when she was in her early
30s and led to kidney fail-
ure that required a kidney
and pancreas transplant
more than two decades
ago; how she underwent a
second kidney transplant
in 2009; and then how two

By ANDREW CAIN

Richmond Times-Dispatch

A snippet of political intrigue in for-
mer Lt. Gov. John Hager’s memoir,
“Best Seat in the House,” raises tantaliz-
ing questions about how Virginia poli-
tics might have played out differently.

It calls into question whether Hager
— had he run for re-election in 2001 —

might have stalled former
Richmond Mayor Tim
Kaine’s rise before the
Democrat was elected
lieutenant governor, gov-
ernor and U.S. senator
and became Hillary Clin-
ton’s vice presidential
running mate in 2016.

Hager, a Republican
who served as lieutenant
governor from 1998-2002,
and Attorney General
Mark Earley vied in 2001
for the GOP nomina-
tion for governor. Hager
writes that in May 2001,
two weeks before the
state GOP convention,
Earley met with him at
Hager’s office.

Hager says they agreed
that if he dropped out of
the running for governor,
Earley would back Hag-
er’s bid to run again for
lieutenant governor —

but that Earley reneged on the deal.
Earley recalls it differently. He says

he met with Hager, but says he never
backed out of an agreement, because
there was no deal. Earley says he de-
cided it was too late to switch gears and

By TIM DODSON

Richmond Times-Dispatch

With a background in
planning and architecture,
LaKeisha Henderson noticed
something problematic in the
way communities with un-
der-represented and minor-
ity populations were being
talked about, particularly in
the media.

Stories about violence and
drugs often dominate narra-
tives at the expense of focus-
ing on the lived experiences of
the people and culture of com-
munities, she said.

“At the root of it, I just felt
like a lot of communities had
a lot of undiscovered gems or

Bill Lohmann
wlohmann@TimesDispatch.com

By ALEXANDRA CLINE

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Construction is set to begin in the fall
on the first set of homes in Chickahominy
Falls, a farm-centered community in Ha-
nover County for adults 55 and older.

Builders expect to start in September or
October on the first eight to 12 homes in
the 180-acre development, which backs
up to the Chickahominy River off Cedar
Lane and Holly Hill Road in western
Hanover.

Twenty-one contracts have been
signed so far for the purchase of home
sites in the 40-lot The Orchard neigh-
borhood and in the 62-lot Woodside
Meadows neighborhood, said Kirsten
Nease, director of marketing for Corner-
stone Homes, one of two builders for the
project.

More contracts, she said, are in the
pipeline in those two neighborhoods,

which are part of the planned 400-home
development that is the Richmond area’s
first 55-and-older agri-community. An
agri-community is a neighborhood typi-
cally situated around a farm that provides
plenty of eco-friendly, outdoor activities.

Not all of the lots for the
two neighborhoods have
been released for sale, she
said.

“I don’t think the speed
of the development is
going to depend on how
many homes we sell, but
how quickly the builders

can actually build [them],” said Roger
A. Glover III, principal of Cornerstone
Homes and The Crescent Group, its de-
velopment arm.

The builders for Chickahominy Falls
are Henrico County-based Cornerstone
Homes, the builder of seven residential

MARK GORMUS/TIMES-DISPATCH

Chickahominy Falls, an upcoming farm-centered community in Hanover County, held a “barn raising” event Thursday as
developers prepare to start construction on homes in the fall. The first homes are expected to be ready in early 2019.

Construction set to begin on
agri-community in Hanover

NEW BOOK

Book review
Read a full review of former Lt. Gov. John
Hager’s memoir on Sunday in Culture.

Bit of intrigue
shows how Va.
politics might
have changed
Hager’s memoir details
a scenario that could have
affected Kaine’s ascension

Hager

Earley

Kaine
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VCU Health worker lost her
sight, but found a joy for life

LOHMANN, Page A2

Tour highlights murals, community

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH

Local artist Hamilton Glass led a group of cyclists to the next mural stop
Saturday during a bike tour of Richmond neighborhoods.

BiKE aNd BruNch
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55-and-older suburb will be centered around farm

Glover

“I don’t
think the

speed of the
development

is going to
depend on
how many
homes we

sell, but how
quickly the

builders can
actually build

[them].”

Roger A. Glover III,
principal of Cornerstone

Homes and The Crescent
Group HANOvER, Page A7



retirement communi-
ties in Virginia and North
Carolina, and StyleCraft,
another local builder of 12
residential communities
in the Richmond area.

Following the initial
start, both builders are ex-
pected to begin construc-
tion on four to six homes
each month. Depend-
ing on weather, the first
homes are expected to be
ready in the first quarter
of 2019.

❖ ❖ ❖

Because of strong in-
terest, the developer and
builders decided to host a
drawing on July 12 to auc-
tion off the first 40 lots in
Woodside Meadows and
The Orchard, Nease said.
To participate, poten-
tial homebuyers submit-
ted a $30,000 deposit and
waited for their names to
be drawn at random to se-
lect their lot of choice.

“Even doing the initial
drawing, we just tried to
take the temperature of
the interested parties …
to see kind of what every-
body’s feeling about the
community,” Nease said.
“I think it worked out re-
ally well for us initially.”

During that event, 21
contracts were signed for
homes, and another 10 fu-
ture homebuyers deferred
their option to purchase.
Those homeowners will
wait for other lots to be
released that better suit
them, Nease said.

Susan and Dan MacNeil
of Henrico, who partici-
pated in the drawing, are
having a three-bedroom,
three-bathroom house
built by StyleCraft. Susan
MacNeil, originally from
Mineral, said she’s espe-
cially excited about the
farm concept and the out-
door space.

“I live in a neighborhood
now that has no green
space,” said MacNeil, 62,
who works full-time in the
sales industry. “It’s just
concrete and asphalt, and I

don’t like that.”
Whether other draw-

ings will be held again for
future releases is still to be
determined, Glover said.
To maintain a fair and
transparent process for all
potential buyers, he said,
a future drawing might
be necessary if interest is
greater than availability.

In Woodside Meadows,
Cornerstone will build sin-
gle-family detached car-
riage homes with a private
entrance and driveway. In
The Orchard, StyleCraft
will construct cottage-style
homes clustered in groups
of four, which will be situ-
ated in individual build-
ings but will have shared
driveways.

The two- to three-bed-
room homes range from
the mid-$300,000s to the
high $400,000s, with some
floor plans offering an op-
tional basement addition
or other bonus space.

As part of Chicka-
hominy Falls, the devel-
oper is building The Barn
at Woodside Farms, a
2,500-square-foot building
which will feature a pro-
fessional demonstration
kitchen and entertainment
areas. It will overlook the
10-acre farm and is ex-
pected to open in late fall.

Next summer or early
fall 2019, home lots in
other sections of the de-
velopment are expected to
be available for purchase
and will be located in two
different neighborhoods
within the community.

One section, Upton
Woods, will be con-
structed by StyleCraft
and will feature 60 town-
homes. The other, The
Farmstead, will be built
by Cornerstone and will
offer villa-style accommo-
dations, or buildings with
four one-level homes in
them, each with a private

entry, courtyard and two-
car garage.

The entire develop-
ment will consist of eight
neighborhoods, with
Cornerstone responsible
for building six of those
and StyleCraft two. Sty-
leCraft joined the project
as a building partner in
November to keep pace
with demand and ensure
a wide variety of home
styles.

❖ ❖ ❖

The development’s most
notable feature, a func-
tioning farm, will be a
focal point of the commu-
nity and will be used for
planting a variety of plants
and vegetables.

“It’s a really new con-
cept for Richmond — the
agriburbia,” said Richard
Kuhn, president of StyleC-
raft. “We’re really excited
to be involved.”

Residents will be able to

purchase produce, such
as kale, squash and mush-
rooms, from the farm and
can request that certain
crops be grown on site.

Years ago, after notic-
ing the nationwide push
toward local food and a
greater connection to na-
ture, Glover said he de-
cided to explore other
communities that in-
tegrated farmland and
residential living. In the
future, he said he hopes
the farmland in Chicka-
hominy Falls serves as a
resource for both residents
and the surrounding Ha-
nover community.

“The difficulty [of build-
ing an agri-community]
is there’s not one single
platform out there that
says, ‘Here’s how you do
it,’” Glover said. “My in-
tent was to have the farm
be an integral part of this
residential community but
also a farm that will stand

on its own.”
Both Glover and Kuhn

said they have no specific
experience in constructing
farm-style communities.

❖ ❖ ❖

In addition to Chicka-
hominy Falls, Glover and
The Crescent Group are
working on several other
developments in the Rich-
mond area.

The Cove at Magnolia
Lakes in Chester, a resi-
dential community of 67
homes for adults 55 and
older, is under land de-
velopment. Lots should
be released for sale there
starting next week, Glover
said.

Zoning has also been
filed for The Villas at Ash-
lake, a planned 55-and-
older community in
Chesterfield County that
features 82 home sites.
acline@timesdispatch.com
(804) 649-6349

Hanover
From Page A1

MARK GORMUS/TIMES-DISPATCH

Homes in Chickahominy Falls, off Cedar Lane and Holly Hill Road in western Hanover, range from the mid-$300,000s to the high $400,000s.
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